«Burkina Faso has begun a complete phaseout of GM cotton, citing the inferior lint quality of the GM cultivars as the reason for abandoning its cultivation.”

"Burkina Faso’s cotton companies have grown impatient and decided to

take matters into their own hands. Frustrated with Monsanto’s inability to

identify and correct these declines in quality, the companies set a timeline

for abandoning Bt cotton and returning to conventional Burkinabè culti-

vars. Their centralized control over the country’s seed supply allowed them

to reduce the availability of Bt cottonseed from the peak rate of adoption of

73 percent in 2014/15 to 53 percent in 2015/16. They plan on reducing this

amount to 30 percent in the 2016/17 growing season, with the goal of a

complete return to conventional cotton in time for the 2017/18 season. The

cotton companies also made a formal request to Monsanto for losses in-

curred due to these declines in quality. They are demanding more than

FCFA 30 billion (approximately US $280 million) as compensation for

losses sustained since 2010."

